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"Open Eye" is a solo exhibition by Myssa Daher, a young artist born in Nazareth, who graduated in 2014 
from the Department of Art at the University of Haifa. The exhibition inaugurates the new "Bread and 
Roses Gallery," located in the Tel Aviv offices of the MAAN Workers Association.
 
This is the artist's first solo exhibition in Tel Aviv-Yaffa, five years after she presented her first solo show in 
the Cooperative Gallery at Kibbutz Kabri. Daher has participated in the last two "Bread and Roses" 
exhibitions, and this solo exhibition is an opportunity to experience a wider share of her unique, evolving 
work. 
 
"Eye Wide Open" features Daher's works of recent years - paintings on canvas and video works. In both of 
these media she creates new worlds that maintain a complex and surprising relationship between 
imagination and reality. With the imaginative flexibility of a young child, inventing creatures, worlds, and 
characters, Daher confronts adult reality and its struggles. She uses motifs from popular culture such as 
ornaments, candies and figures from animated films; iconographic symbols from Palestinian painting and 
classical Western art; memories and oral histories; media images such as selfies, search-engine images and 
emojis – all are grist for her mill. Elements from very different times and places find new and surprising 
connections.
 
Daher’s artistic activity is full of humor and irony, while at the same time she confronts weighty social and 
political issues—gender, for instance, and her position as the offspring of an ethnic and national minority, 
alongside questions about the history of painting and its present relevance. Issues of female identity are 
interwoven with those of Palestinian identity: what, for example, is an Arab still life? What is the meaning 
of a naked woman showing her back (and how is she related to the famous figure of a Palestinian child 
with his back to us, who will only turn around when Palestine is liberated)? What is the minimum number 
of marks required to convey a face and figure? In another painting, the well-known image of a tree from 
Palestinian painting becomes both a decorative pattern and a magnificent forest. Other paintings are 
decorated with candies, cherries and flowers (again from emoji symbols) - a painting of a decoration 
pondering its function.
 
The paintings are full of organs (hands, eyes, feet) and birds (crows, songbirds, and the Palestine sunbird). 
Among them stand out multiple images of the eye: eyes that look but do not see, representing the limited 
vision of the present, the peek, the guarded gaze, and the ubiquitous eye with its mystical power of 
warding off evil. All these meanings are found in Daher's paintings, which, while personal and intimate, 
also treat the cultural conventions of the "personal" and the "intimate" in their physical, sexual, gender 
and familial aspects. As the artist describes the exhibition, "There are paintings in it that know they are 
paintings, and there are paintings that are a world."
 
 
The exhibition was produced with the support of the Israel Lottery Council For Culture & Arts
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Untitled (Samer's Legs), 2020, oil on canvas, 50x70 cm

Untitled (Refugees and Dogs), 2017, oil on canvas, 70x100 cm

Untitled (Carpet, Window and an Orange Square), 2019, oil on canvas, 70x100 cm

Untitled (The Cocoon and the Pink Hare), 2016, oil on canvas, 50x70 cm

Untitled (Hands on Snow-Wrapped Grass), 2017, oil on canvas, 50x70 cm

Untitled (Crossing), 2017, oil on canvas, 60x40 cm

Untitled (Samer), 2017, oil on canvas, 70x100 cm

Untitled (Birds and a Spanish Woman), 2020, oil on canvas, 40x50 cm

Untitled (Eyes), 2020, oil on canvas, 50x60 cm

Untitled (Twin Birds), 2015, oil on canvas, 30x40 cm

Videos: 

The Cake and I, 2020, 3:36 min

Clues, 2020, 4:35 min 
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About the Bread and Roses Gallery

The MAAN Workers Association and the nonprofit Sindyanna of Galilee have been holding the "Bread 
and Roses" exhibition annually for 14 years. The proceeds from its art sales are dedicated to the project 
"Women, Work and Sustainability." Hundreds of Jewish and Arab artists, young and old, including some 
from the first ranks of the local art world, have contributed their works over the years, generating funds 
that have helped thousands of Arab women, including many without education, to find jobs. 

In the course of the years, a community of about 400 artists has arisen around "Bread and Roses," as 
well as a large collection of works which have been exhibited just once yearly. Now we have decided to 
establish a permanent gallery in the offices of MAAN, at 45 Ha-Aliya Street in Tel Aviv, which will make 
the project accessible throughout the year. The gallery will present rotating exhibitions of artists from 
the large community of "Bread and Roses." This will allow the unveiling of new exhibitions and projects 
in the artistically active area of South Tel Aviv-Yaffa. The Bread and Roses Gallery has set regular opening
hours for the public. Its location in the MAAN offices follows the spirit of "Bread and Roses" as a project 
of continuous social action, organically linking art and work.


